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Message from the Chair
Dear members and friends of PAGSE,
First off, I hope everyone is doing well and

I have had the opportunity to talk about

getting through this challenging period.

PAGSE at the Board meeting of a few of our

Although the summer is usually quieter

member societies and I am excited to see

within PAGSE, we have been busy

that the International Association of Great

advancing the administrative tasks that we

Lakes Research (IAGLR) has decided to join

started in the spring. We have to recognize

PAGSE. Emma and I also started to brief

the outstanding support of Martha Guy, our

our sponsors, including CANAIRE and

fundraising lead for so many years and now

NSERC. We are looking forward to engaging

PAGSE retiree. Merci Martha (and don’t go

with new sponsors in the fall, in particular

too far!).

to support future issues of SciEng Pages.

With this newsletter, you will see our new

I will end by thanking all of you who have

logo. This logo was created to illustrate the

provided advice and helped with the

multidisciplinary dimensions within science

incorporation of PAGSE. We are now ready

and engineering, in Canada. Using this new

for this important milestone for PAGSE,

design, we are hoping to launch our

with the support of a new Board members

updated website in a few weeks.

whose mandate will be to define roles of a
future larger board, as well as drafting the

Earlier this summer, we ran a survey on the

By-laws of the organization. Stay tuned.

Hill to gage the interest in moving our
speaker series online in the fall. The

I hope you enjoy this newsletter which

answer was clear from both MPs and

celebrates 25 years of PAGSE, and I am

Senators who would be interested in

looking forward to continuing working

participating remotely. Several

towards our goals for 2020 (a unique year

suggestions for topics were also shared

in many ways).

and I am looking forward to probing more
frequently our audience for PAGSE's

Jérôme Marty

programs.

PAGSE Chair.
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Updates from
the Bacon &
Eggheads
Committee:

promote discussion about the
successful outcomes and
public policy implications of
federally-supported research
in the fields of interest to our
PAGSE member societies.

Natalie Goto
In this spirit, our first speaker
The Bacon and Eggheads

will be Dr. Gary Kobinger,

Committee has not been idle

professor in the Department

in these summer months,

of Microbiology and Infectious

engaging in active

Diseases at Université Laval

discussions, consultations

who is working at the

and planning around how our

forefront of vaccine

breakfast series can be

development against SARS-

adapted to the new physical

CoV-2. His bilingual on-line

distancing landscape. This

presentation will be followed

fall we will begin hosting

by a moderated question and

‘bring your own Bacon’

answer session, with

Bacon and Egghead breakfasts,

events with an online format

opportunities for follow-up

follow us on Twitter

that includes both pre-

questions to be addressed

@ottawaeggheads. We look

recorded presentations and

post-event.

forward to ‘seeing’ our PAGSE

live Q & A sessions. Our

members at our first on-line

mandate remains the same,

To stay up to date with our

event anticipated for early

that is to communicate and

plans for the fall series of

October.

Bacon & Eggheads is a flagship series that brings together Parliamentarians with experts in science and
engineering, showcasing outstanding Canadian research accomplishments. Its purpose is to provide unbiased
insight into topical scientific issues, within a non-partisan forum. This prestigious forum represents a unique
opportunity for scientists to communicate important findings to a distinguished and influential audience. We
are currently seeking new Committee members to guide this program, please contact PAGSE's Manager
Emma Brown at ebrown@nature.ca for more information.

The Partnership Group for Science and Engineering Presents:

DR. GARY KOBINGER
Join us for a bilingual online presentation, followed by a moderated question and
answer session with Dr. Gary Kobinger, a professor in the Department of
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at Université Laval who is working at the
forefront of vaccine development against SARS-CoV-2.

Manage assignments, projects, and other class

requirements
with
STAY TUNED
FOR MORE DETAILS.

these tips and technological tools.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE HILL

BRUCE STANTON
Bruce Stanton is the
Member of Parliament for
Simcoe North (Ontario) and
Deputy Speaker of the
House of Commons.
Serving as a chair
occupant in the House
since 2011, he has often
represented the honourary
Co-Sponsors of the Bacon
and Eggheads breakfast on
Parliament Hill, the
Speaker of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House
of Commons, in thanking

MPs and Senators are invited to many social and informational
gatherings on Parliament Hill during sitting weeks; always more than
their schedule will permit. From my early days as an MP since 2006, I
have given priority to the events that a) involved people from my
riding or b) served to inform my work as a parliamentarian. It was in
the latter category that I attended my first Bacon and Eggheads
breakfast and I have been getting to as many as possible ever since.
It could be said that there has never been a more important time for
science and engineering to inform good policy making. In fact, this
has always been true. But today’s policy challenges are increasingly
complex. Global pandemics, artificial intelligence, food security,
climate change and cyber technology threats are but a few examples.
The Bacon and Eggheads breakfast puts you in the room with some
of the brightest minds in their fields of scientific discovery and
advancement – presenting topics that apply directly to our work in
federal policy and programs.
It is a credit to PAGSE, this year marking 25 years of bringing
researchers and scientists together with the people who shape our
laws, programs and investments to the benefit of all Canadians. It is
an hour you will want to put in your calendar each month when
Parliament is sitting.

our guest speaker at
Bacon and Eggheads
breakfasts.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF PAGSE

HOWARD ALPER
Howard Alper is
spearheading the Global
Excellence Initiative
launched by former
Governor General David
Johnston, serving as Chair
of the Canvassing
Committee. Howard has
previously served as Chair
of the Government’s
Science, Technology, and
Innovation Council, VP
Research at the University
of Ottawa, and Co-Chair of
the InterAcademy
Partnership. Howard is the
recipient of major awards
including the G. Herzberg
Canada Gold Medal in
Science and Engineering.

By 1995, Canada had an enormous debt crisis and massive budget cuts
were implemented. Many Government departments with research
responsibilities shrank by 30% or more. For the first time in Canadian
history the three granting agencies were cut, overnight and several
months later, by a total of 18%. This had a profound impact on the
research community. In the next 6-24 months a substantial number of
researchers moved to the U.S. and elsewhere creating a critical brain
drain. Furthermore, as dollars for research shrank internecine warfare
developed between biologists and chemists, chemists and physicists,
medical researchers and scientists/engineers, and so on. This lack of
unity frustrated efforts by Jon Gerrard, Secretary of State for Science,
Research and Development, and other government ministers to
develop a national science policy for Canada and create new
opportunities for the research community by working in a collegial
manner to develop new policies, initiatives, and solutions of benefit to
our nation.. Leadership by the research community was a matter of
urgency. A key principle was to establish an organization to educate
and inform Canadians in government, industry, and academia on
priority issues in an evidence-informed manner.
The leadership of the Academy of Science (Lawrence Mysak/Howard
Alper/Michael Dence) of the Royal Society of Canada (RSC) convened a
meeting of national science and technology organizations to discuss
the noted subjects and other relevant matters. This meeting was held
on Sunday, June 17, 1995, in the Department of Chemistry at the
University of Ottawa, with the representatives from about two dozen
societies/associations of national scope in attendance.
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MICHAEL DENCE
Michael Dence specialized
in science of asteroid
impact and planetary
physics while a research
scientist and division head
in the Earth Physics
Branch in what is now
Natural Resources Canada.
As executive director of
the Royal Society of
Canada, he participated in
the rise of global change
and interactions with
parliamentarians that lead
to the foundation of
PAGSE. His awards include
Fellowship in several
international socities and
the Barringer Medical of
the Meteoritical Society.

The key outcome of the meeting was the foundation of what became
the Partnership Group for Science and Engineering. The name of the
organization was proposed by Howard Alper and accepted by the
members. It was decided that this organization would initially be
informal, under the auspices of the Academy of Science of the RSC.
Membership could include commercial companies with similar
research interests. It was not to serve as an advocacy or lobby group.
Strict adherence to the latter resulted in high credibility for, and trust
in, the nascent organization.
In 1996 Howard Alper took over as PAGSE Chair. During his tenure
(1996 -1999) most of the modus operandi of PAGSE were developed.
In August,1995 Howard Alper and Rick Walter (BIOTECanada)
represented PAGSE in meetings with senior government officials
beginning with Secretary of State (Science, Research and
Development) Jon Gerrard who was most interested in learning about
the organization and how, through working in partnership with
government, it could contribute to markedly enhancing economic
development and the quality of life for all Canadians. A few weeks
later, Industry Minister John Manley and two of his staff met with the
two PAGSE representatives, engaging in stimulating discussions on
what challenges and opportunities PAGSE could contribute. We
agreed that an ambitious research infrastructure program would
empower our researchers to compete with the best of the best
elsewhere. Follow-up discussions by government with other
organizations, and the important contributions by the then
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (now Universities
Canada) were fruitful, leading not only to erasing the earlier budget
cuts to granting agencies but also to creating the Canada Foundation
of Innovation (CFI) announced in the February, 1997 budget.
On November 24, 1996 in conjunction with the RSC-AGM, PAGSE
held its first event, a symposium on “Science Highlights” in Ottawa. To
develop new concepts for potential implementation to accelerate
economic recovery and instigate greater competitiveness by our
research community on a global basis, PAGSE, with strong support
from Nortel and other industry members, commissioned a study on
the economic benefits of research to Canada.

Alejandro Adem (President, NSERC)
John Smol (Queen's University)
Bruce Stanton (House of Commons)

An excellent symposium based on the report was followed by a lively
discussion at Hart House, University of Toronto on October 16, 1997.
While this was a successful event, plans for further reports and
symposia had to be modified after commercial support diminished
following the unravelling of the high-tech industry a year or two later.
However annual symposia with NSERC support continued to be held
on Parliament Hill and became a fruitful way of introducing
outstanding young researchers from across Canada to politicians and
policy issues. A particularly important and timely PAGSE symposium
on “Science and technology as a vehicle for economic growth in
Canada” took place at the National Press Club on September 28,
1999.
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An excellent symposium based on the report was followed by a lively discussion at Hart House,
University of Toronto on October 16, 1997. While this was a successful event, plans for further
reports and symposia had to be modified after commercial support diminished following the
unravelling of the high-tech industry a year or two later. However annual symposia with NSERC
support continued to be held on Parliament Hill and became a fruitful way of introducing outstanding
young researchers from across Canada to politicians and policy issues. A particularly important and
timely PAGSE symposium on “Science and technology as a vehicle for economic growth in Canada”
took place at the National Press Club on September 28, 1999.
In 1998, in a further collaboration with NSERC, PAGSE revived the practice begun in the 1980s of
prominent researchers making presentations to parliamentarians and other decision makers to
highlight innovations in science and engineering. The earlier series had been organized by the
Science Council of Canada, the RSC and other research organizations and were strongly supported by
the speakers of the House and Senate, most prominently by Speaker John Fraser. For the most part
they were half to full day affairs with parliamentarians coming and going as the style of presentation
progressed. This series ended after the budget cuts in the early 1990s. In 1997, PAGSE undertook
consultations with different stakeholders, and consensus was reached that PAGSE would organize
monthly presentations during breakfast whenever the House was in session, to showcase
outstanding research by Canadians. As NSERC had been considering a similar initiative, it was agreed
that PAGSE would appoint the Chair for the breakfast events and invite the speakers, who would be
introduced by the President of NSERC or designate. After the presentation and Q’s and A’s, the
speaker of the House of Commons, or designate, would thank the presenter(s). At a PAGSE meeting,
Jim Franklin proposed the name Bacon and Eggheads for this new program. Jim was the first chair for
the program in 1998, and Deryn Fogg, a young female “rising star” scientist was chair for 1999-2009.
The first presentation was by Andrew Weaver who spoke on Global Climate Change on April 21,1998.
The program was enthusiastically received by Members of Parliament and other decision makers and
has since been an integral part of PAGSE’s program. We are indebted to Minister John Manley who
secured a room in the West Block of Parliament for these presentations.
A further PAGSE initiative starting in 2000 has been to respond to invitations by contributing prebudget views to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance. In addition members of
PAGSE were invited by the Department of Industry to participate in meetings with distinguished
foreign visitors. In these and other ways by 2000 PAGSE was successful in establishing itself as a
reliable consensual source of objective, evidence-informed policy advice from the S & T research
community.
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SPONSORS

NSERC is proud to have been a partner with
PAGSE for more than 20 years in delivering
the

Bacon

and

Eggheads

breakfast

presentations by leading Canadian scientists
and

engineers

to

Parliamentarians.

The

breakfasts help fulfill a key part of NSERC's
legislated mandate which is to “promote and
assist research in the natural sciences and
engineering.”

Together

with

PAGSE,

our

common goals are to support excellence in
natural

science

research

and

discoveries

and
to

engineering

share

with

the

(NSE)

resulting

decision-makers.

Congratulations to PAGSE on 25 years of
service

to

this

country

and

the

NSE

community; we look forward to continuing our

As an organization has has supported Canadian
research and innovation since its inception,
CANARIE is acutely aware of the value of science
and engineering to Canada’s past, present, and
future. CANARIE connects Canadians to each
other and to the world, and as such, PAGSE’s role
in connecting Canada’s leading engineers and
scientists to politicians and thought-leaders is
near and dear to our hearts. Congratulations on
25 successful years, and we look forward to
many more, working together to support and
showcase Canadian research and innovation.

partnership for years to come.

The International Development Research Centre
(IDRC)

and

PAGSE

evidence-based

share

a

commitment

policymaking.

A

to

Crown

corporation and part of Canada’s foreign affairs
and

development

efforts,

knowledge,

innovation,

promote

inclusive

PAGSE’s

an

well-earned

IDRC

and

and

invests

solutions

sustainable

reputation

of

in

that
world.

raising

awareness about recent advances in science and
technology

among

Canadian

parliamentarians

and policymakers complements IDRC’s goal of
using knowledge and research to contribute to
solving

societal

challenges

evidence-based policy.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL EDITION
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and

informing

PAGSE would like to extend a special note of gratitude to our
generous host, the Canadian Museum of Nature, for putting a
roof over our heads and providing administrative support!

BACON & EGGHEAD
UPCOMING EVENT
Dr. Gary Kobinger
Join PAGSE for a bilingual
online presentation, followed by
a moderated question and
answer session with Dr. Gary
Kobinger, a professor in the
Department of Microbiology and
Infectious Diseases at
Université Laval who is working
at the forefront of vaccine
development against SARSCoV-2.
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NEW MEMBER
The International Association for Great Lakes
Research (IAGLR)

The International Association for Great Lakes
Research (IAGLR) works to advance understanding of
the world’s large lake ecosystems. A multidisciplinary
scientific organization, IAGLR is made up of
researchers and others who share a common interest
in the management of these ecosystems. To carry out
its mission, IAGLR holds an annual Conference on
Great Lakes Research, publishes the Journal of Great
Lakes Research, hosts a series of lake conferences,
and gives out awards and scholarships that recognize
excellence and promise in large lake science Visit us
at iaglr.org or follow us on Twitter @IAGLR.

The New Digital Research Infrastructure Organization (NDRIO) is a new Canadian not-forprofit organization that supports a researcher-focused, accountable, agile, strategic and
sustainable Digital Research Infrastructure (DRI) ecosystem. Through Innovation, Science
and Economic Development Canada, the federal government will provide up to $375 million
over five years to NDRIO to help our country’s research community access, interpret and
protect data and information better and faster than ever before.
NDRIO works with partners and stakeholders across Canada to give scholars and scientists
the digital tools, support, services and infrastructure they need to conduct leading-edge
research, enabling Canada to compete on the world stage and ultimately benefiting all
Canadians.
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PAGSE Board of Directors
Jérôme Marty, Chair
Robert Crawhall
Maria DeRosa
Natalie Goto
Rees Kassen
Kexing Liu
Produced by Erin Filliol, PAGSE Digital Communications
For questions regarding PAGSE's programs or to learn more about becoming a
member, please contact PAGSE Manager Emma Brown (ebrown@nature.ca)
©2020
The Partnership Group for Science and Engineering
240 McLeod St
Ottawa, ON
K2P 2R1
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